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Early Escanaba 
 

Water and woodland — that is what our community looked like and that is what attracted native Americans 
and white settlers alike to our area. In 1851 a large watermill was built on the lower Escanaba River, and the 
next year a large amount of timber was cleared on Sand Point, the original Escanaba townsite. By 1860 the 
population of the Escanaba area was estimated at about 1,200 people. 
  
The Civil War years brought many changes to our country’s economy. One result in Escanaba was the laying 
of a railroad line from the Jackson mine in Negaunee to Escanaba. The first iron ore was shipped from the port 
of Escanaba in the spring of 1864. That same year the original plat for the town was filed for record. 
 
In 1866 Escanaba was incorporated as a village. That fall 48 voters gathered to organize the first Board of 
Education. A teacher was hired for $45 a month; he conducted the four-month winter term in a rented 
building. 
 
Development continued and the Michigan legislature incorporated Escanaba as a city in 1883. The city’s 
population was 4,335 in 1884. Writing in Celebration ‘87, published by The Daily Press in Spring, 1987, Dave 
Andrews pointed out the connection between those early years and the present: “Spawned by lumbermen and a 
railroad, the city of Escanaba was built on sand with a foundation of iron ore, steel and timber. From a 
beginning on Sand Point, the community has ridden the railroad, iron ore, and forest products industries 
throughout its 125-year history on the shores of Little Bay de Noc.” 
 

Missionaries 
 

By 1880 an influx of German settlers had come to the Escanaba area. Settlers of many other nationalities were 
already present. But the German Lutherans caught the attention of fellow Lutherans of similar background and 
interests. 
 
The thirty-year-old Wisconsin Synod (founded In Milwaukee, 1850) sought to provide spiritual food for the 
new arrivals. The system for doing this in the northern part of Wisconsin was that a number of pastors devoted 
several weeks each to traveling missionary work. This was coordinated and directed by Pastor E. Mayerhoff of 
West Bend and Forest, Wisconsin. Since that system proved to be too haphazard, it was decided that a full-
time special synodical missionary should replace the earlier part-time men. 
 
 “Reiseprediger” this missionary was called. That translates as “traveling preacher.” But it was no relaxing 
pleasure cruise on which he traveled. Pastor G. Thiele began this work in October of 1880. Soon he was 
serving twelve preaching stations in the Upper Peninsula (including Escanaba) and three near Marshfield, 
Wis.; he was helping Pastor Bergholz in Marathon County; in time he also went to Eau Claire and Chippewa 
Falls. After three years of such labor he submitted his resignation in October of 1883. 
 
Thiele’s successor was Candidate of Theology Herman Monhardt. A native of Canton Berne in Switzerland, 
he received his theological training at our Wisconsin Lutheran Seminary in Milwaukee. On Nov. 18, 1883, he 
was ordained and commissioned by Dr. Adolf Hoenecke in 
St. Matthew’s Ev. Lutheran Church in Milwaukee.  
 
In the first seven months of his work centered on Escanaba, he covered 3,012 miles by railroad, 508 with horse 
and buggy, 102 by boat, and 175 on foot. His report to the 1884 Wisconsin Synod convention described work 
in Norway, Florence, Escanaba (enjoying an increase of seven families), Ford River, Fayette, Indiantown, 
Daggett, Wilson, Powers, Iron Mountain, Iron River, Stambaugh, Crystal Falls, and Whitney. Pastor Monhardt 
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also visited Quinnesec, Stephenson, Wallace, Menominee, Manistique, and Marquette during his ministry in 
the Upper Peninsula. 
 
In other report Pastor Monhardt told of summer travels on foot with only a blazing sun and a backpack for 
company. In winter, travel was by horse and sleigh. On the trip from Escanaba to Fayette travelers sometimes 
had to be carried into the halfway house because they were so cold. 
 
The roads were wilderness roads through uninhabited country punctuated only occasionally by lone Indian 
wigwams. Sleigh drivers were always armed because of the dangers of wolves. One unwary woodchopper was 
reduced to scattered bones just a quarter of a mile from his camp; one parishioner spent a night in a tree 
surrounded by 20 wolves. 
 
Services in Escanaba were conducted for a time in a German hotel located at North Fifth and Ludington Street. 
At other times the Augustana Lutheran Church (now “Bethany”) was borrowed for services. The first baptism 
recorded at Escanaba was that of Fred Rudiger in April of 1884. By 1885 organized congregations existed in 
three of the places served by Missionary Monhardt: Holy Cross of Daggett, St. John’s of Ford River, and St. 
Peter’s of Stambaugh. That year Pastor Monhardt accepted a call to Caledonia, Wis. 
 
In May of 1885 Candidate Johannes Ziebell began serving the area. His regular schedule called for services 
every four weeks in Escanaba. Pastor Ziebell wrote a hair-raising report of a midweek trip to Fayette to visit a 
dying man. The ice on the bays was 5 inches thick, thick enough to make the over-water route more attractive 
than the roundabout trip overland. He relates that the ice was clear; he could see the water under the horse’s 
hoofs. He came to cracks in the ice over which he would make his horse jump. As the sleigh passed over, the 
ice would crack and crash into the water behind him. (He mentioned the presence of goose bumps. We 
understand.) 
 
On his return trip the next morning he got lost and had to retrace fourteen miles back to Fayette. A snowstorm 
came that night and covered up the cracks, making any hope of a safe return on the ice out of the question. In 
order to get back to Escanaba for scheduled service, he left at 9 a.m. the next morning and arrived at 11:45 
p.m. At 7:00 a.m. the next morning he was on his way in a blinding snowstorm to preach at Ford River. Such 
was the life of a “Reiseprediger.” 
 
After Pastor Ziebell left in 1888 the field was served for some months by Seminary Student M. Busak. At that 
time Escanaba had services every two weeks with 30-40 people in attendance. 
 

St. Paul’s Evangelical Lutheran Church 
 
On July 15, 1889, Pastor H. L. Heidelberger of Hartland, Wis., was installed as pastor of the mission field. 
That same year the group of Lutherans at Escanaba organized themselves as a congregation. Using the 
German language they adopted as their name: “The German Evangelical Lutheran St. Pauls Congregation.” 
Thirty-seven men signed the constitution. 
 
Those signatures were: Louis Lippold, Win. Froehlich, Fred Luecke, Fred Haehnemann, George Kaufmann, 
John Hartwig, Henry Koenke, Gottlieb Essig, Jacob Moersch, Michael Dam, F. Schroeder, Fred Bittner, H. 
Breitenback, Win. Sprenger, Karl Meyer, Paul Kositzky, Julius 
Path, Julius Riten, Emil Wickert, Fred Selig, Herman Bittner, Emil Noe, Wm. Thielicke, Herman Rudiger, 
Louis Kaufrnann, Herman Buhrisch, Emil Rudiger, Robert Williams, Oscar Langhammer, Henry Burmeister, 
Emil Unger, A. E. Habermann, Adolph Hinze, Louis Willard and Michael Liedtke. 
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A plot of ground was soon purchased and a church was 
constructed. It was located at the corner of Fourth 
Avenue South and Twelfth Street. The building was 
described as “a small white frame church set up on cedar 
posts.” The building, expanded and remodeled in 1925, 
served the congregation for ninety years, till 1981. 
Sketches of Escanaba’s built-up area in 1881 (copies In 
Delta County Historical Museum) suggest that when that 
church was built it must have been at the very edge of the 
built-up area — or perhaps a bit beyond. 
 
Health problems forced Pastor Heidelberger to give up 
his work after only a few months. Pastor H. C. Zarwell 
replaced him. Though records of building the church are 
unavailable, there is a record that in 1890 a sidewalk and 
fence for the church cost $25.00. Each member of the 
congregation was to contribute $8.00 per year for the 
payment of the pastor’s salary. 
 
Pastor J. Rlen served St. Paul’s from 1891-1895. In 1892 

the parsonage was built. It cost $655.00; $200 had to be borrowed to pay the builder. The next year that debt 
was still a concern, as was also the insurance bill for church: $37 for three years’ coverage. A $600 loan on the 
church building also could not be paid and had to be renewed “because of the bad times.” A member of the 
congregation loaned the money for five years at 5% interest. 
 
 
Traveling missionary P. Korn served St. Paul’s in 1895 and early 1896. Pastor Korn found enough Lutheran 
families establishing farms in the Hyde area to establish a preaching station there. This group continued to 
grow and was organized as St. Paul’s Ev. Lutheran of 
Hyde in 1900. 
 
In the spring of 1896 Pastor C. W. Wagner became pastor of St. Paul’s. Part of his duties included serving as 
teacher for the congregation’s school. We are uncertain today about just what calendar or course that school 
offered, but the report states that 24 children were enrolled and that a building committee was appointed to 
find out the cost of a school building. Since in 1898 the debt on church and parsonage still amounted to 
$4,000, it appears that no school building project was undertaken. 
 
Eleven ladies of the congregation gathered on June 3; 1896, for the first meeting of the Ladies Aid Society. At 
the very first meeting the ladies began showing their special touch for supporting the work of their 
congregation. The minutes of that first meeting report: “It was decided to buy paper for a room in the 
parsonage and have Mrs. Wagner, Mrs. Kuhneman, and Mrs. Kaufman take care of it and have Albert Buttke 
do the work.” 
 

Conflict and Reunion 
 

Already the first missionaries had noticed that various lodges had attracted large memberships in the Upper 
Peninsula. Some of their members had also become members of St. Paul’s. The conservative Lutherans who 
supported the church bodies of the recently formed Synodical Conference saw a glaring conflict of loyalty in 
that; following lodge ritual and at the same time claiming to confess salvation as Christ’s gift alone appear to 
be obvious contradictions. 

502 So. 12th Street 
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In a meeting held on January 1, 1896, it was announced that all those belonging to lodges were thereby 
forfeiting their membership in an orthodox Evangelical Lutheran church, as St. Paul’s desired to be. But not 
everyone was willing to abide by this decision. After years of heart-breaking discussions the issue resulted in a 
split of the congregation. 
 
Those who wished faithfully to uphold the position expressed in 1896 left St. Paul’s. They began holding their 
own services and incorporated themselves as Immanuel Evangelical Lutheran Church. They erected a church 
at Eighteenth Street and First Avenue North. Pastor Leonard Kasper served Immanuel from 1899-1909. 
 
From 1910-1913 Immanuel was served by Pastor L. Witte of Daggett. During this time the declining lumber 
industry in Ford River led to the closing of the congregation there. 
 
Pastor Otto Hohenstein became Immanuel’s pastor in 1913. He experienced the joy of seeing a reunion 
between Immanuel and St. Paul’s congregations. 
 
After the split Pastor Wagner had continued to serve St. Paul’s. He was succeeded in June of 1902 by Pastor 
Wm. Peters. Pastor Peters served St. Paul’s from then till the day of his death in November 1914. By that time 
both congregations had appointed committees to work on the prospect of re-uniting. Their work led to 
recommendations to both congregations to do so. The Lord’s blessing rested on those recommendations. 
 
In 1915 both St. Paul’s and Immanuel congregations dissolved. They reorganized as Friedens Evangelical 
Lutheran congregation. They reunited in the original church building built in 1890. Friedens became a member 
of the Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod (W.E.L.S.), then known as the Joint Synod of Wisconsin and 
Other States. Having been served as a mission field for many years, the congregation became a partner in 
training and sending other Gospel messengers. 
 
Friedens called Pastor Otto Hohenstein of Immanuel to serve the reunified group, pledged by its constitution 
to abide by the entire Word of God in doctrine and practice, according to the Lutheran Confessions. Pastor 
Hohenstein continued to serve Friedens till 1920. 
 
Why didn’t the reunited group continue with one of the older names? Perhaps it was a matter of tact. Choosing 
to continue as either St. Paul’s or Immanuel might be felt as declaring a winner in a conflict between 
opponents. A loving sense of kindness might avoid that by choosing a neutral new name. 
 
But we prefer to see something more in the choice of a name. “Friedens” is NOT a neutral name. It translates 
from the German as “Peace.” By our Lord’s sacrifice on the cross we enjoy peace with God. And those taught 
by Him can pray: “Forgive us... as we forgive... Guided by Him, those who had disagreed could find the truth 
together and then come together to support the sharing of that truth as a single congregation. Yes, “Friedens,” 
“Peace,” is a very meaningful name. 
 

Salem Evangelical Lutheran Church 
 

On July 4, 1920, Friedens congregation celebrated a special holiday, the installation of her new pastor, Rev. 
Christian A. F. Doehler. At that time some changes were made in the preaching stations as well. Since 1900 
the Hyde congregation had been served by the Escanaba pastors. Now Hyde, Powers, Hermansville, and 
Wilson were joined as a parish served by a pastor living in Powers. Eventually the Wilson and Hermansville 
congregations consolidated with Powers, resulting in the present dual parish of Hyde and Powers. 
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Changes of another kind were affecting Friedens congregation. Immigration had practically ceased. The new 
generation was not as comfortable with the German language as their parents. A foreign language was a 
barrier to inviting fellow-citizens to worship. During the war there had been times when the German language 
provoked downright suspicions among some in the community. So on June 30, 1922 the name “Salem 
Evangelical Lutheran Church” was adopted. An English-language constitution was also adopted. English 
became the basic language for worship and instruction. 
 
A fourth name for the congregation! But this one was no more a haphazard choice than any of the others had 
been. “Friedens” was the German word for “Peace.” “Salem” retains that name, for it is the Hebrew word for 
peace. It also is the shortened form of the name Jerusalem. That name recalls the great power of God in giving 
His people peace in such a secure fortress; it reminds us of the hope we share for eternal life in the glorious 
“Heavenly Jerusalem.” 
 
Two other parts of the congregation’s name, of course, had never changed. 
“Evangelical” means “Gospel.” An Evangelical church is one dedicated to 
proclaiming to sinners the good news of God’s love in Christ Jesus. A 
“Lutheran” church takes its stand with Dr. Martin Luther in believing and 
teaching only what is founded on Holy Scripture. Our history demonstrates 
that, if need be, we are ready to change language and location and custom, but 
not God’s Law or Gospel. 
 
In 1925, under Pastor Doehler’s leadership, the church building was enlarged 
and remodeled. The dark oak altar, surmounted by a figure of Christ, was 
installed as part of this remodeling. The mensa, or table, of that altar still 
serves as a focus of Salem’s worship. The statue also came along to the new 
church, where it is mounted separately. Throughout its history Salem has 
shown its love for God’s Word in the care given to its place of worship. 
Pastor William Lutz served Salem from 1931-1957. During those 26 years a 
whole generation knew him as their only pastor. His were the longest consecutive years of service by any of 

Salem’s pastors. 
 
Pastor Edwin C. Schmelzer served Salem in 1957 and 1958. He recently 
retired, after finishing his years of ministry at St. Paul’s and Zion 
congregations near Remus, MI. He was followed by Pastor Armin J. 
Panning from 1959-62. Pastor Panning is now President of Wisconsin 
Lutheran Seminary at Mequon, WI. 
 
Pastor John J. Wendland became Salem’s pastor in September 1962, and 
served till his retirement in 1976. On Sept. 13, 1964, he led the congregation 
in praise to God as it celebrated its 75th Anniversary. Guest speakers at the 
special services were Rev. Armin Panning (then a professor at Northwestern 
College in Watertown, Wis.) and Rev. Martin Lutz, son of Salem’s former 
pastor, Rev. Win. Lutz. Rev. M. Lutz at the time was on the faculty of 
Wisconsin Lutheran High School in Milwaukee, Wis. 
 
In 1968 a 5.52-acre site for a new church was chosen, on 30th Street between 
Fifth and Eighth Avenues South. Hopes were high that perhaps by the 85th 
Anniversary in 1974 a new church building might be erected. However 

those hopes were not realized. The 85th Anniversary was nevertheless marked with praise to God. Guest 
speakers at the services were former Pastors Panning and Schmelzer. 

Rev. Wm. Lutz 

Rev. Armin J. Panning 
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Ill health led Pastor Wendland to retire on September 1,1976, after a total of 48 years in the public ministry. 
During his 14 years at Salem he instructed and confirmed 129 children and 48 adults, baptized 170, married 78 
couples and conducted 75 funerals. 
 
Pastor William D. Tabor was installed in October 1976. Planning for the 
new church continued. In 1977 a new organ was purchased for $13,659.85. 
The gathering of funds for this major undertaking was completed by 
January of 1978. An Alexandria 145 model by the Rodgers Organ 
Company was selected. Part of the contract stipulated that the company 
would reinstall the organ in a new church when Salem requested it. 

 
After the unexpected resignation of Pastor Tabor 
In June 1978, Rev. Philip Kuckhahn of Hyde 
became Salem’s Vacancy Pastor. He had served 
similar duties during earlier vacancies. In fact he 
has been vacancy pastor at many of the 
congregations of the old Upper Peninsula 
mission field. 
 
Salem’s vacancy lasted till May of 1979, when 
Pastor H. Wilde was installed. 
 

 
 

The New Church Building 
 

1980 was the year when construction could begin on the new church building. A special congregation meeting 
on March 26 gave final approval to the plans designed by Tesch-Tesch and Associates of Fond du Lac, Wis. 
But in April the national “Prime Rate” of interest charged by banks reached 22%. The part of our financing 
planned as loans from local banks became “no longer available.” 
 
While our building program was again delayed, the inflation rate for costs of materials and labor did not slow 
down. Interest rates, however, declined after a few months. On August 20 Salem resolved to accept the 
contract with T & L Construction of Fond du Lac for erection of the church, education unit, and fellowship 
hall for $504,436.00. That cost was met by contributions to Salem’s Building Fund and by borrowing from the 
First National Bank and Trust of Escanaba and from the Lutheran Association for Church Extension In 
Saginaw, MI. 
 
Contracts with the bank and with the contractor were signed on Tuesday, September 9. Ground breaking took 
place that evening. Church Council members and Building Committee members ceremonially wielded shovels 
where bulldozers would soon roam. Fervent prayers for blessing on the workmen and on Salem congregation 
ascended to the throne of our gracious Lord. 
 
Construction proceeded smoothly during the fall and winter of 1980-81. 
 
Some highlights of the progress: 
October 6 — first concrete floors were poured. 
October 25 — first walls were erected (in the classroom wing). 
November 16 — erected arches for church and fellowship hail. 

Rev. Armin J. Panning 

Rev. Paul H. Wilde 
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December 9 — finished shingling the roof; snow began falling two hours later. 
December 14 — cornerstone-laying ceremony took place as a bitterly cold wind blew. 
January 7, 1981 — bricklayers finished. 
February 10 — first interior ceiling decking was installed. 
March 4 — first interior light fixtures were installed. 
March 7 — members of Salem began painting interior walls, staining woodwork, and tiling floors. 
April 28 — pews and chancel furniture arrived; volunteers began helping install them. 
 
The construction of a new church requires time and talent from many workmen and also from many members 
of the congregation. Salem was served by four separate committees of its members during the 
building project. 
 
The Building Construction Committee was in 
overall charge of the project. It dealt with 
contractors and architect in the “nuts and bolts” 
work. Its members were: Lawrence Pavlick, 
Chairman; Al Filteau, Vice- 
Chairman; Wm. Schmitt, Secretary; Blame 
Ruhbusch, Treasurer; Ken Leinberger, Wm. 
Beyersdorf, Tom Vanlerberghe. 
 
As its name indicates, the Design Detail 
Committee reflected a large cross-section of the 
congregation as it made choices about colors 
and components within the contract 
specifications. This committee also recruited 
volunteer labor and assembled a scrapbook of 
pictures and records of the project. Its members were: Ken Myllyla, Chairman; C. J. Norelius, Vice-Chairman; 
Mary Ann Thorsen, Secretary; David 
Baurnler, Lueila Beyersdorf, Mike Buchanan, Linda Buchanan, Gary Carlson, Arlene Came, Will Came, Jr., 
Walter Doehler, David Herbst, Henry Hoier, Ed Jenshak, Davey Juhl, Nancy Juhl, John Kallman, Las 
Kamin, Eleanore Kamin, Dolores Kirkpatrick, Arnold KosItzky, Fred Krause, John Lancour, Edna Larson, 
Ruth Moersch, Henning Nelson, Mildred Nelson, Dick Nelson, Rune Ostlund, John Perryman, Leslie Porath, 
George Roshak, Ernest Schick, Curtis Sundquist, Bernadine Sundquist and Milton Zastrow. 
 
The L.A.C.E. Committee gave encouragement and advice to members as they deposited funds with the 
Lutheran Association for Church Extension. Those deposits in “Designed Certificates” at interest rates 
ranging from 0% to 8% qualified Salem to borrow those funds along with matching funds from L.A.C.E. This 
committee consisted of Gerald Hannemann, Pearl Pavlick, and Otto Kobs. 
 
The Dedication Committee planned both the cornerstone-laying ceremony and the Dedication services. That 
happy day came on Sunday, May 24, 1981. The committee consisted of Bernice Hannemann, Kate 
Ottensman, Ernest Flath, Lii Kallman, Effie McEachern, Karl Lemke, Kelly Leinberger, Bruce Juhl, and 
Pastor Wilde. 
 
At 9:30 a.m. and 7:00 p.m. the dedication services gave thanks and praise to God as we worshiped Him for the 
first time in our new facility. “The Lord is great, and greatly to be praised,” Psalm 96:1-10, was the 
text for Pastor Wilde’s sermon in the morning service. “Lord, it is good for us to be here,” Matthew 17:4, was 
the Word of God proclaimed by Pastor Mark Hannemann in the evening service. Professor Armin J. 

615 So. 30th Street 
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Panning, a former pastor of Salem, conducted the liturgy. Organists for the services were Mrs. Bea 
Hannemann, Mrs. Kate Ottensman, and Mr. Mark Wilde. Instrumentalists accompanying the choir and 
congregation were: Mark Juhl, Kelly Lelnberger, Elizabeth Krause, Kim Maid, Linda Came, Kimberly 
Krause, and Becky Nelson. 
 
The new church building uses brick and rough-sawn cedar siding, reflecting an Upper Peninsula heritage of 
the Creator’s gift to us of earth and forests. Earthen berms insulate and protect the sanctuary and fellowship 
hall. 
 
The 11,500 square feet of interior space are laid out on ground level, with no steps as barriers to access. (Stairs 
to the balcony and the varied levels in the chancel area do give some steps to the organists and 
pastors.) The basic floor plan is in the shape of a capital letter “H.” On entering the building a hallway to the 

right extends through the classrooms. Four 
small rooms and one large one offer 
flexibility to our teaching activities. The 
church office and pastor’s study are on the 
other end of that wing. 
 
The entrance hall leads along the “crossbar” 
of the “H.” Service rooms flank that hallway. 
 
As one enters the nave (or “sanctuary”), eyes 
and souls are drawn to the cross suspended 
over the altar. By His sacrifice the Lord Jesus 
Christ made it possible to lift our eyes to 
heaven, as the lines of the 
arches and roof direct us. Salem’s worshipers 
join the company of those who gather at the 
foot of the cross! That picture is seen also in 
the separate vertical lines grouped along the 
chancel wall. And it is repeated in the 

separate segments of the communion rail — separate, yet united in Christ crucified! The altar was moved 
along from the old church building; the statue of Christ which formerly stood above it now stands in the 
narthex. 
 
Behind the nave, also with access from the narthex, is the fellowship hall. 
 
A week after Dedication the new classrooms were put Into service for Vacation Bible School. Both teachers 
and children enjoyed and profited from having a separate classroom for each class. 
 
At the same time we were dedicating our new church building, another church group took out a lease with 
option to purchase our old church. On September 1, 1981, they exercised their option to purchase the church 
and parsonage. That launched a parsonage-building program for Salem. 
 
After reviewing various courses of action, Salem resolved to build a new parsonage on 30th Street across the 
parking lot from church. On October 4 a contract was awarded to SJS Builders of Chatham. Moving day was 
December 5, with dedication and open house on December 6. Costs for the new parsonage were met by the 
proceeds from the sale of the old property. The balance of those proceeds helped to reduce the debt on the new 
church. 
 

At Worship 
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Salem’s tenth decade centered on building and making good use of the new facilities with which she was 
blessed. That has included caring for and improving the physical plant. Twenty trees and shrubs were 
added to the lawns. Volunteer crews built the canopy over the front entrance. The parking lot was paved. The 
siding was restained and the stucco repainted. 
 
But the measure of making good use of a church is more than building maintenance. The congregation has 
gathered regularly for worship, for classes, for fellowship. Aside from her own use, Salem has been able 
to host activities for sister congregations, such as: District Pastoral Conference, Lake Superior Delegate 
Conference, Lutheran Women’s Missionary Society rallies, Lake Superior Sunday School Teachers’ 
Convention, sacred concerts by the Wisconsin Lutheran Seminary Chorus and by the combined choirs of the 
congregations of our Lake Superior Conference. 
 
Worship of our gracious Lord, teaching the Gospel of salvation in Jesus Christ, rejoicing together as fellow-
believers — may these activities grow and flourish in the years ahead. 
 
Salem’s Centennial Celebration is planned for May of 1989. On 
Sunday, May 7, we host a service of praise and thanks by combined 
choirs and congregations from our Conference. A potluck supper 
precedes the evening song service. 
 
Centennial Services on May 28 will feature two special guest speakers, 
Professor Artnin Panning, president of our Wisconsin Lutheran 
Seminary will speak in the morning service. He is a former pastor 
of Salem. Rev. Mark Hannemann will preach in the afternoon service. 
He is a son of Salem who has entered the ministry and is presently 
serving as pastor of Grace Lutheran in Crivitz, Wisconsin. 
 
In witness to God’s gracious blessing on the labors of all who In the 
past have labored and prayed together at Salem, we record the statistics 
gleaned from the records of official acts performed at St. Paul’s-
Immanuel-Friedens-Salem during one hundred years: 1,461 baptisms, 
998 confirmations, 451 weddings, and 906 funerals. 
 
“Not to us, 0 Lord, not to us but to Your name be the glory, because of Your love and faithfulness.” Psalm 
115:1 
 

Rev. Mark Hannemann 


